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Check out our brand
new website!

southasia.ucsd.edu

M E E R A  M A H A D E V A N ,  A S S I S T A N T  P R O F E S S O R
O F  E C O N O M I C S

A warm welcome to our new
affiliate faculty

A M R I T A  D H A R ,  A S S I S T A N T  P R O F E S S O R  O F
E N G L I S H  &  C O M P A R I T I V E  L I T E R A T U R E   

N I Y A T I  S H E N O Y ,  L E C T U R E R ,  H U M A N I T I E S
( R E V E L L E  C O L L E G E )   

Meera Mahadevan is an Assistant Professor at the School of Global Policy and Strategy.
Her research examines how political and institutional barriers shape the provision of
energy and resources, focusing on issues such as clean energy adoption, infrastructure
quality, and the economic impacts of resource allocation. Through a blend of empirical and
experimental approaches, her work seeks to inform policies that promote equitable and
sustainable development. She is also affiliated with the Center for Effective Global Action
(CEGA) and J-PAL’s King Climate Action Initiative. Meera holds a PhD in Economics
from the University of Michigan and has published in journals such as the American
Economic Review and the Journal of Public Economics.

Amrita Dhar is an Assistant Professor of English and Comparative Literature, specializing
in early modern studies, disability studies, and postcolonial studies. Her research spans
topics like John Milton’s blind poetics, premodern critical race studies, and mountaineering
social histories, supported by grants from institutions such as the National Endowment for
the Humanities. She is completing her first monograph, Milton’s Blind Language and
Disability Poetics, and directs the Shakespeare in the “Post”Colonies project, which
includes a website, podcast, and two upcoming publications: an Arden Shakespeare volume
and a journal special issue. An avid climber, she also writes on global mountaineering
literatures.

Niyati Shenoy is a Lecturer in Humanities at Revelle College. She earned her PhD in
Middle Eastern, South Asian and African Studies at Columbia University, where she
researched rape and the politics of public space in early colonial north India. Her teaching
and research interests include social and legal history, South Asia and the Indian Ocean,
historical anthropology, transnational queer and feminist political theory, and caste
studies.

http://southasia.ucsd.edu/


NEW SOUTH ASIA STUDIES
MINOR COURSES



* A D D I T I O N A L  C O U R S E S  C A N  B E  P E T I T I O N E D *

F O R  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  T H E  S O U T H  A S I A N
S T U D I E S  M I N O R ,  P L E A S E  E M A I L  L Y D I A

R A M I R E Z  -  L P R A M I R E Z @ U C S D . E D U
O R  S A I B A  V A R M A  -  S 2 V A R M A @ U C S D . E D U



Upcoming winter quarter events

1 . C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  B O O K  ‘ D E C O L O N I Z E  D R A G ’  W I T H
K A R E E M  K H U B C H A N D A N I  ( A S S O C I A T E  P R O F E S S O R  O F

T H E A T R E ,  D A N C E  &  P E R F O R M A N C E  S T U D I E S  A T  T U F T S )
I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H  

 P R O F E S S O R  J A D E  P O W E R  S O T O M A Y O R  ( T H E A T R E  &  D A N C E )
A N D  M Y R T A  L E S L I E  S A N T A N A  ( M U S I C )  

D A T E :  F E B R U A R Y  1 3 T H ,  2 0 2 5
T I M E :  1 2 : 3 0 P M  T O  2 P M

L O C A T I O N :  T B A

2 . L E S S O N S  I N  D R A G  W I T H  L A W H O R E  V A G I S T A N
D A T E :  F E B R U A R Y  1 3 T H ,  2 0 2 5

T I M E :  7 P M
L O C A T I O N :  D A N C E  S T U D I O  3 ,  T H E A T R E  &  D A N C E  D E P A R T M E N T

3 .  ‘ C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N ’  W I T H  D U N C A N
W E B B  ( P O S T  D O C  @  P R I N C E T O N )

D A T E :  M A R C H  6 T H ,  2 0 2 5
T I M E :  3 : 3 0  P M  T O  4 : 5 0 P M

L O C A T I O N :  W L H  2 0 0 5



SAI FACULTY IN THE NEWS
P R O F E S S O R  T E E V R A T  G A R G  E X P L O R E S  H O W  E X T R E M E

H E A T  I M P A C T S  W O R K E R  P R O D U C T I V I T Y  I N  S O U T H  A S I A  

Professor Teevrat Garg, examines the profound effects of extreme heat on worker performance in South Asia in his latest
study. Highlighting how rising global temperatures are disproportionately affecting vulnerable populations, his research
uncovers the economic and social challenges faced by workers in high-heat environments. The findings emphasize the urgent
need for adaptive strategies to safeguard worker well-being and productivity in the face of climate change.
Read more: Extreme Heat in South Asia Challenges Worker Performances

https://today.ucsd.edu/story/extreme-heat-in-south-asia-challenges-worker-performances


Fellowships and scholarships
from the American Institute of

Indian Studies



Language Study Oppurtunities
American Institute of Indian

Studies





Postdoctoral Fellowship in South
Asian Studies at Yale University



SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES @ UC BERKELEY



SAI’s 2024-2025 Steering Committee members are: 
Shermin de Silva (EBE)

Teevrat Garg (GPS)
Gaurav Khanna (GPS)

Aftab Jassal (Anthropology)
Rishika Mehrishi (Theatre & Dance)

Silpa Mukherjee (Literature)
Gareth Nellis (Political Science)
Saiba Varma (Anthropology)

For more information,  email us: southasiaucsd@gmail. com
and follow us on Instagram @southasiaucsd

https://biology.ucsd.edu/research/faculty/shdesilva.html
https://gps.ucsd.edu/faculty-directory/teevrat-garg.html
https://gps.ucsd.edu/faculty-directory/gaurav-khanna.html
https://anthropology.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/faculty-profiles/aftab-jassal.html
https://theatre.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/performance-studies/rishika-mehrishi.html
https://literature.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/smukherjee.html
https://polisci.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/faculty-directory/currently-active-faculty/nellis-profile.html
https://anthropology.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/faculty-profiles/saiba-varma.html

