
Meet our South Asian Initiative
Undergraduate Coordinators!

Hi! I’m Krithika Karthik, a senior majoring in Molecular and
Cell Biology at ERC. As an international student, the South
Asia Initiative was an important resource for me to learn
about the representation and advocation of South Asian
culture on campus. I also love to bake and binge-watch

sitcoms! Whether you’re navigating the new environment
or are interested in SAI, don’t hesitate to reach out!

Hi! I’m Tavishaa Vanjani, a junior majoring in Human
Biology and minoring in South Asian Studies from Marshall

College. I was born and raised in New Delhi, India. After I
graduate, I hope to attend medical school and eventually
go into pediatrics. In my free time, I love to sing, shop, and

do yoga. Feel free to reach out anytime!

Hi! I’m Bhavika Ailawadi, a sophomore majoring in
Math-Econ and minoring in South Asian Studies. I was
born and brought up in New Delhi, India. Always up for

chats about anything from development economics to
Bollywood plot twists—just don’t ask me to choose

between biryani and policy debates!
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Fall Calendar

When: October 2 , 2025 at 4:30 PMnd

Where: Ranglas Room (RWAC 935)



In 2020, 12 million farmers marched to New Delhi to protest unjust farm laws seeking to
privatize India's agricultural sector. They occupied the outskirts of New Delhi for 13 months,

setting up a makeshift tent-city. In Farming the Revolution, Nishtha Jain examines this
exceptional moment in Indian history. Characters slip in and out of this quietly compelling film
as the farmers and their families endure the brutal summer, cold winter and the pandemic to

advocate for justice. Ultimately gesturing towards hope, this monumental documentary
achievement took out the top prize at Hot Docs 2024.

Fall Calendar



New Affiliate Faculty

Professor Meera Mahadevan is an Assistant Professor at the School of
Global Policy and Strategy, as well as an affiliate faculty at the Center

for Effective Global Action. She has a B.A. in Economics from Delhi
University, an M.Sc. on the Economics of Development from Oxford

University, and a Ph.D in Economics from the University of Michigan. Her
research encompasses environmental and energy economics,

development, and political economy. Her work has been published in
the American Economic Review and Journal of Public Economics, among

other prestigious journals.



Professor Gaurav Khanna is
an associate professor of

economics at the School of
Global Policy and Strategy.

He is also a nonresident
fellow at the Center for

Global Development and an
editor at the Journal of

Labor Economics, whose
research is primarily

focused on development
and labor economics.

find the full article here!

SAI Faculty in the News

“Fewer international students are
enrolling in American universities”: 

Prof. Gaurav Khanna

Congratulations to Silpa Mukherjee
for winning a National Endowment of

Humanities fellowship for her
research on the inter-relation

between crime and Bombay cinema in
the late 1970s-80s!

Congratulations to Prof. Kazim Ali
for winning the 2025 Pegasus

Award for Poetry Criticism on his
work in his book: ‘Black Buffalo

Woman: An Introduction to Poetry
and Poetics of Lucille Clifton’

Silpa Mukherjee is an
Assistant Professor of Film

and Media, Global South, and
Cultural Studies. Her research

explores the feminist
historiography, informal
media industries, media

beyond legality, South Asian
cinema, South Asian media

culture in diaspora, and
South by South networks.

Kazim Ali is a Professor
and author of over 20
books. His work spans
Creative Writing and

Literary Arts, Indigenous
Studies, Global

Anglophone Literature,
Palestine and Palestinian

Diaspora Studies, and
Translation and

Translation Studies. He is
also the founder of the
press Nightboat Books.

https://www.borderreport.com/news/education/fewer-international-students-enrolling-in-american-universities-report-says/amp/
https://today.ucsd.edu/story/uc-san-diego-humanities-scholars-make-sense-of-complicated-histories
https://today.ucsd.edu/story/uc-san-diego-humanities-scholars-make-sense-of-complicated-histories
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/1723145/poetry-foundation-announces-2025-recipients-of-the-21st-annual-pegasus-awards
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/1723145/poetry-foundation-announces-2025-recipients-of-the-21st-annual-pegasus-awards


New Book Alert
Gods in the

World:
Placemaking

and Healing in
the Himalayas 

By Dr. Aftab Jassal 

Dr. Jassal is an Associate Professor of Anthropology as well
as affiliate faculty in the Program for the Study of Religion

and the Global Health Program at UCSD.



* A D D I T I O N A L  C O U R S E S  F O R  T H E  S O U T H  A S I A N  S T U D I E S  M I N O R  C A N  B E  P E T I T I O N E D *

F O R  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  T H E  S O U T H  A S I A N  S T U D I E S  M I N O R ,  P L E A S E  E M A I L :  
L Y D I A  R A M I R E Z  -  L P R A M I R E Z @ U C S D . E D U
O R  S A I B A  V A R M A  -  S 2 V A R M A @ U C S D . E D U

South Asian Studies
Minor News

New
Courses



Fellowship Opportunities
Motwani Jadeja Fellowship Program

at OP Jindal Global University

A fully funded
residency on JGU’s
campus, supporting
5-10 fellows
(doctoral students,
junior faculty,
journalists, and
policy thinkers)
exploring the
interrelationship
between the US and
India.

When: Dec 15, 2025 - Jan 31, 2026
Deadline: Oct 15, 2025



SAI’s 2025-2026 Steering
Committee 
Shermin de Silva (EBE)

Teevrat Garg (GPS)
Gaurav Khanna (GPS) 

Aftab Jassal (Anthropology)
Rishika Mehrishi (Theatre & Dance) - on leave 25-26

Silpa Mukherjee (Literature)
Gareth Nellis (Political Science) - on leave Fall 2025

Saiba Varma (Anthropology)

Have news to share?
Email us: southasiaucsd@gmail. com & 

Follow us on Instagram: @southasiaucsd!

https://biology.ucsd.edu/research/faculty/shdesilva.html
https://gps.ucsd.edu/faculty-directory/teevrat-garg.html
https://gps.ucsd.edu/faculty-directory/gaurav-khanna.html
https://anthropology.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/faculty-profiles/aftab-jassal.html
https://theatre.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/performance-studies/rishika-mehrishi.html
https://literature.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/smukherjee.html
https://polisci.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/faculty-directory/currently-active-faculty/nellis-profile.html
https://anthropology.ucsd.edu/people/faculty/faculty-profiles/saiba-varma.html

